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St Catherine’s School 

• St Catherine's Catholic Nursery & Primary School is 
a popular two form entry school in the London 
Borough of Barnet and in the Diocese of 
Westminster. 

• We serve the Catholic community in two parishes, 
High Barnet and New Barnet.

• The Headteacher and Chair of Governors were 
appointed in September 2016. We share a drive 
and a high ambition for the pupils in the school. The 
equally committed senior leaders, teachers, 
teaching assistants and non-teaching staff all have 
high aspirations for all the pupils and for 
themselves. 



Our Early Years 
Vision

Our school will provide a loving, secure and stimulating 
learning environment, where every child will grow in their 
faith journey and be inspired to be the best person they 
can be. In our Early Years we will nurture each child to 
become independent, inquisitive and resilient learners. Our 
ambitious curriculum is co-constructed with the children, 
follows their interests, and develops their passions. We will 
provide shared learning opportunities which excite, inspire 
and engage each child in their learning, and allow them to 
develop their unique and individual talents. At St 
Catherine’s our curriculum is delivered through a mix of 
child and adult led activities, where adults model, support 
and scaffold the children's learning so that they develop 
the core skills they need. Our pupils will leave Nursery 
having developed these core skills, and ready to move 
onto the next stage of their education, with the foundations 
of a life long love of learning. 



Our Nursery Provision
A Unique Child: We recognise that all children are different, unique 
individuals, who are always learning. We identify and celebrate their 
strengths and support their areas for development. 
Positive Relationships: We understand that children learn best when they 
are safe and secure. Children become effective learners who are strong 
and independent when they have excellent relationships with their peers 
and the adults in the school. We work in partnership with parents to build 
these relationships.
Enabling Environments: Our indoor and outdoor classrooms encourage 
exploration, investigation and independent learning. Our environment is 
carefully planned and resourced to reflect the needs and interests of our 
children .
Learning and Development: We know that children develop at different 
and learn at different rates, and with tailored teaching all pupils achieve 
well and make good progress from their starting points. Learning at our 
school is playful, meaningful and purposeful and builds upon what pupils 
already know, so that pupils can achieve their full potential.



Our Nursery

Our nursery can accommodate up to 39 
children in each session.

Every 3 and 4 year old is entitled to 15 hours of 
funded childcare.

From September 2017, the Government agreed 
to fund 30 hours of childcare for eligible 
parents.

If you want 15 hours you can take this over 5 
three hour sessions or 2.5 days. You can also 
pay for extra hours (this can be taken as an 
individual three hour session  charged at £23)



Declaration

If you are eligible for 30 hours of funded childcare 
you will need to enter an eligibility code, which can 
be applied for using the website address below:

https://childcare-
support.tax.service.gov.uk/par/app/applynow 

If you would like any support with this form please 
do not hesitate to contact us, either by email to 
office@stcatherines.barnetmail.net or by phone on 
0208 440 4946 and ask for Mrs McKenzie Business 
Manager.



Nursery Team

Class Teachers

Mrs Theresa Gill

Teaching Assistants

Miss Ailish Burke and Mrs Justyna Di Napoli

Early Years Leader

Mrs Una Turner



Contract

In your pack is your contract for your 
requested hours.

If you need to make changes to your 
contract please speak to the school office 
well in advance. We may not be able to 
accommodate all requests. In some cases 
there may be an admin charge.

Please ensure that you sign and return your 
contract as soon as possible. 



Home Visits

Home Visits will take place either before the end 
of this summer term (July) or in the first week of 
September.

In your pack you will find a letter with your home 
visit date and time. If you are unavailable at the 
date and time we have given you, please phone or 
email the school office to rearrange as soon as 
possible. Please note your start date will be 
delayed if a home visit has not taken place.

Home Visits

July & September 2022



Start dates for Nursery

Cohort 1
Wednesday 7th September 2022

Cohort 2
Wednesday 14th September 
2022



Settling In 
Sessions

• Settling in sessions will take place on the two days 
before your child officially starts.

• On the Monday prior to your child starting you 
will stay with your child for one hour (10am to 
11am).

• On the Tuesday you will leave your child for 2 
hours (9am to 11am).

• Settling in sessions take place

• Cohort 1:  5th and 6th Sept 2022

• Cohort 2: 12th and 13th Sept 2022

• No charge will be made for the settling in sessions.



Settling In 
Sessions

If your child needs more time to 
settle in and isn’t ready to start 
after their two settling in 
sessions, then this can be 
arranged at the time with the 
Early Years Leader and Deputy 
Head.



Communication 
with Parents

• For “quick” items please feel free to talk to 
the staff in Nursery at drop off and 
collection.

• For all other discussions please make an 
appointment with the Nursery teacher via 
the school office.

• Tapestry – we use an online assessment tool 
where staff record observations of the 
children. Parents are able to view and 
comment on these as well as upload their 
own photos from home. Please note that 
Tapestry is not a tool for communication 
with your child’s teacher, but a tool to 
document their learning.



Timings for 
Nursery

Morning Session

• 8.30am to 11.30am 

Afternoon Session

• 12.30pm to 3.30pm 

Lunchtime - childcare

• 11.30am-12.30pm and is set at a chargeable 
rate of £7.66 (This does not include a meal)



A typical Nursery day



Extended Day

Breakfast Club for Nursery

7:50am to 8:30am £5.50 

After School Club for Nursery

3:30pm to 5pm £8.50



Nursery Uniform

Uniform is compulsory in our Nursery.

Children are required to wear the St Catherine’s blue t shirt and jumper from John 
Lewis with leggings or tracksuit bottoms.

The uniform can be purchased using an order form online through the John Lewis 
website – it is not available through any stores.

https://www.johnlewis.com/browse/baby-child/uniform-by-school/east-
england-schools-q-z/st-catherines-catholic-primary-school/_/N-54x0

https://www.johnlewis.com/browse/baby-child/uniform-by-school/east-england-schools-q-z/st-catherines-catholic-primary-school/_/N-54x0


A Healthy School

• At St Catherine’s we encourage our children to 
lead a healthy lifestyle. We want them to think 
about their health and wellbeing.

• We encourage parents to walk their children to 
school. If parents need to travel by car we ask 
that they park & stride. The gate is very 
congested in the mornings by parked cars. 
Please help us to help you get your child to 
school safely.

• Fruit is provided free of charge to all children 
from Nursery to Year 2.

• Milk is provided free of charge to all children in 
Nursery and Reception 



Packed Lunches

• Any children who are staying for the lunch 
childcare session will need to bring in a 
packed lunch. No nuts please! Fizzy drinks, 
sweets or crisps are not permitted.  We 
have the Healthy School Award which 
recognises our commitment to ensuring our 
children have a balanced and healthy diet.

• Nursery children have their packed lunch in 
the school’s dining hall where they are 
supervised by EYFS staff.

• Please see a Healthy Packed Lunch Guide 
in your Information pack



The PTA



Underhill Children’s Centre

There are lots of services they provide that can help you and your child prepare 
for Nursery. 



Class Parent Representatives

• Meet with the Headteacher every half term

• Bring ideas and feedback to the Headteacher

• Communicate ideas to the rest of the parents in the class

• Remind parents of events outlined in the newsletter

• Help with Charity Days and Fundraising events

• Welcome new parents to the school



Unofficial One Way System

When arriving at school to drop off or pick up your child please 
be aware of the “St Catherine’s” one way system on Vale Drive.



New Starter Pack

We appreciate that this is a lot of information for you to absorb. 
In your pack you will find: 

• Welcome to our Nursery booklet
• Contract
• Dates for the school year
• Uniform List
• Home visit date
• Confirmation letter
• Healthy Packed Lunch Guide
• Physical Activity Guide



Other useful information will be emailed to 
you shortly, including: 
• Copy of this power point

• Home School Agreement

• Breakfast club registration form

• After school club registration form and Terms & 
Conditions

• Acceptable Use Policy

• Privacy Statement



Questions?

If you have any questions 
please ask!

If you think of anything when 
you get home please feel free 
to ring or email the school 
office. We would be delighted 
to help! 



Thank you for coming. We look forward 
to further welcoming you to our St 
Catherine’s Community! 


