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The current PTA Committee was formed in November 2018 in time to arrange the Christmas Fayre.  The previous 
PTA Committee stayed on to arrange the fabulous November Quiz night, much enjoyed by all! 
 
We have had a great year of events, with the Family Quiz and Afternoon Tea, Movie Night, Mother’s Day Gift sale 
and Disco all selling out, and great success from Father’s Day gift sales and our two big events: the Christmas and 
Summer Fayres.   
 
We also saw the return of two much-missed and very useful activities: the uniform sale and the clothes recycling 
drive, both of which generated additional funds for the school with no cost, other than time and a bit of effort. 
 
 
 
 

PTA Committee Members at 26th September 2019: 

Annabelle Farina Co-Chair  

Naomi Mulligan  Co-Chair  

Khary Demercado  Treasurer 

Mary Welton  Secretary/Committee Member 

Caroline Byrne Committee Member 

Geraldine Kerrigan Committee Member 

Grace Giumba Committee Member 

Majella Brooks Committee Member 

Mary Welton Committee Member 

Miguel Santos Committee Member 

Mirella Moseley (Mel) Committee Member 

Nicola Dean Committee Member 
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We were sorry to say goodbye to John Daly, who stepped down from the Chairperson role at the start of April.  
John has been involved with the PTA in one way or another for almost seven years and has been much missed!  
Naomi Mulligan and Annabelle Farina stepped up to share the role of Chairperson for the remainder of the year, 
steering the PTA to a successful end of year.  John continues to be involved as a Trustee and ensuring the Annual 
Returns are done to the Charity Commission.  Thank you also to Gobnait Will, who stepped down as Secretary at 
the end of the 2018-19 academic year and thanks to Mary Welton for taking over until the AGM. 
 
We have several Officers who are stepping down at the end of this PTA term, due to their children moving on 
from primary to secondary school, we say goodbye to Annabelle Farina, Gobnait Will and Naomi Mulligan and will 
be seeking volunteers for those Officer roles in the new academic year.  The vacant roles to be elected at the AGM 
are: Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and Secretary.  

Highlights: 

Teamwork 
Although we have put ‘job descriptions’ on the school website, a key feature and strength this year has been the 
teamwork. The current Committee has worked hard to use the various strengths of the team to best effect.  In 
addition, we have sought and continue to welcome the support of our many helpers... 

Helpers 
All the activity undertaken by the PTA requires a huge amount of help to make it happen.  A major asset to the 
PTA’s work this year has been the wonderful support from the school community, and particularly all of the 

PTA Event Profit 2018-19 
Quiz Night

Christmas Fayre

St. Patrick's Day Coffee Morning

Clothing Drive

Uniform & Book Sale

Mother's Day Gifts

Movie Night

Family Quiz

Summer Fayre

Matched Funding (Summer &
Christmas Fayres)
Disco Night

Father's Day Gifts



 

volunteer helpers that we have had for every event and activity. From tombola ticketers and cash counters to 
movie night monitors and stall supremos, we have been blessed to have this amazing level of help from everyone. 
A major thank you to all who supported the PTA in the past year – please do continue to do so in the future, 
however small or large your help, it is all needed and appreciated! 
Lots of thanks also to the staff at St. Catherine’s for all their help and support this year and special thanks to the 
Year 6 children who helped out at the Christmas and Summer Fayres last year – they were amazing! 

Administration 
As a registered charity, transparency and openness to scrutiny are particularly important. This year we have 
worked hard to put strong processes and documentation in place for sign off on spending; expenses claims & 
receipts recording and events income and expenditure recording (with thanks to Majella Brooks who was 
instrumental in this process).   
We have also done a GDPR data cleanse on our files to ensure PTA compliance. Handover notes have been 
created to help future PTAs to shorten the learning journey.  
The Constitution and Rules have been re-typed from the hard copy and circulated around the Committee.  They 
are also available on the PTA web pages on the school website. 

Finances and Banking 
After many years of paper statements, we now have online access to our banking information, thanks to the hard 
work of Mary Welton.  Mary’s work also brought to light that we can conduct banking through branches of the 
HSBC bank, which will make it easier for future PTAs to make deposits into the account after events.  We hope in 
the future to be able to get a debit card for the PTA account, thus enabling us to make purchases directly from the 
account (rather than relying on Committee Members to make payments on personal cards and claim the 
expenses back afterwards). 

Arts Hub 
The Arts Hub has been the focus of PTA fundraising for quite a number of years now and is finally about to get 
started.  Officers from the PTA Committee met with the two School Governors leading this activity, as well as Miss 
Kelly and Mrs McKenzie, in June 2019 and agreed verbally to pay an initial cheque of £86,000 to get the project 
underway. At the present time we are just waiting for the final details to process that cheque, but it is an exciting 
time! 
The Arts Hub promises to bring an extra layer of opportunity to the children at St. Catherine’s, providing a 
bespoke space for drama, choir, dance, music lessons, and much more, as well as separate spaces for activities 
that require more privacy, such as speech and language therapy. 
The Arts Hub will be located on the site of the former caretaker’s house, next to the car park and demolition work 
is due to commence shortly to clear the site for the building works.  

2019 – 20 
There are already several events and activities in the diary for the coming year: 

Event: Date: 

Family Portrait Day Saturday 5th October 

Christmas Fayre (and associated non-uniform days) Saturday 9th December 

Christmas Pantomime – Jack and the Beanstalk Thursday 19th December 



 

 

Given that we have been fundraising for many years for the Arts Hub, we have also asked the school leadership 
team to prepare a ‘wish list’ of items that they would like the PTA to fund annually. The intention is that this 
would be considered and voted on at future General Meetings.  In this way, the school community gets to see 
short term improvements around the school as well as the longer term asset of the Arts Hub (the bulk of funds 
raised will continue to go towards the Arts Hub). 
 
On a practical basis, the PTA shed needs to be re-roofed urgently. We have looked for volunteers to do this job, 
and now need to consider hiring someone to do it. We also need a GDPR policy to be written up this year as this is 
a gap in our guidance notes.  

Making Money Go Further 
There are lots of ways in which the school community can make the support they give to the fundraising process 
work harder for minimal effort: 
 

 Matched funding: Every matched funding donation is much appreciated and very welcome.  A big 
additional sum was raised by a parent for the Summer Fayre in 2018-19, for which we are very grateful 
to the individual and their employer.  

 The Giving Machine: great if you buy products online! Just look up St. Catherine’s PTA and make your 
purchases click through this website to help without even trying! 
 

Other options that we can consider for 2019-20 are: 
 Amazon Smile & others 
 Supermarket supported ‘token’ boxes (e.g. Waitrose, Tesco, Sainsburys) 

 

Thank you once again to the school staff, children, families and the Committee 
members, who have all contributed to making an enjoyable and successful year.  

 


