
The Epiphany 6th January 



So what is Epiphany? 

• Celebrated 12 days after Christmas, on 

6th January each year. 

• It’s a festival celebrated by Christians. 

 

Let us read the story of this special feast day 

 



During the time when Jesus  

was born a King called Herod  

ruled the land. Soon after  

Jesus was born, wise men  

were travelling on their camels;  

one night they noticed a very  

strange star in the sky. They  

knew that this star meant that  

the King of the Jews, the One  

who would save the world had 

been born. 



When Herod heard this he got very worried.  

He called a meeting with all the other  

important people in the area and asked  

them where this special baby had been  

born. The people replied, "In Bethlehem.” 



Then King Herod called the wise men to a secret 

meeting and found out from them exactly where they 

saw the star.  He then told them, "Go and find this 

child.  As soon as you find him, tell me, so that I can go 

and worship him." 



After they had spoken to the King, the 

wise men left to find the baby. They didn't 

know exactly where the baby was, but at 

night they followed the star in the east. 

They followed the star until it hung right 

over the very place where Jesus was. 



When they finally had arrived they were very excited 

and happy. They found Jesus laying in Mary's arms, 

and they bowed down and worshipped him.  



After that they opened the gifts they 

had brought Jesus.  They were gold, 

frankincense and myrrh.  These were 

very expensive gifts, gifts that you 

would give to a King, not to a 

baby.  Mary thanked them for bringing 

the gifts for Jesus, and the wise men 

went to find a place to sleep for the 

night.  



As the wise men were sleeping, they each had the  

same dream. They were not to go back and tell 

King Herod where they found Jesus. King Herod 

didn't want to find Jesus to worship him, he wanted 

to kill him because he was jealous that this baby 

would someday be better than him. So the wise 

men went home another way so that Herod would 

not know where they had come from. They also 

decided that they would not tell King Herod 

anything about what they had seen. 



 

Imagine you had had 

the same dream as the 

wise men… 

What would you do? 



Apart from the three wise men, can you remember 
anyone else who visited the baby Jesus? 

 

Are there any differences between the shepherds 
and the wise men? 
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Main Differences... 

• The shepherds were poor; the wise men were rich.  

• The shepherds came from the same country as Jesus (they 

were Jews); the wise men came from a different country 

(they were Gentiles) – Jews and Gentiles never mixed with 

each other.  

• The shepherds were in the fields close by; the wise men 

travelled a long way.  

• Angels appeared to the shepherds; the wise men followed 

a star. 

Though they were so different, God wanted the wise 

men and the shepherds to see the baby Jesus. This 

shows us that God wants everyone to see Jesus. In 

God’s eyes, it doesn’t matter if we are rich or poor or 

what country we come from. 



Reflection 

Dear God, 

 
We thank you that you wanted both rich and poor to see baby 
Jesus. We thank you for Christmas, and for the holidays you 
gave us to enjoy with our friends and families.  

 
As we think about Epiphany, we are reminded that every person 
is important to you. Help us to do the same, to welcome people 
from all backgrounds and religions.  
 

Please help us to enjoy all the gifts that you have given to us. 
 
Amen. 

 

 


